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Residents Take Charge

By Vicki Woods

‘The Resident Council is moving and shaking at Plough Towers! Formed one year
ago, the council elected officers, established bylaws and brainstormed new and
interasting activities for Plough Towers’ residents.

A hake sale brought the communivy logether, as
the residents bonded pver home-bakead treats,
A rallle was held that included a beauriful gitr
hasket valuad at S125.00. Matalic Diamond was
the grand prizewinner!

Officers of the council include Dresident Tom
Mann, Vice President Joe Ann Biffle, Sccretary
Robin Snyder, Treasurer Conrad Snyder, and
Sergeant At Arms Roger Messinger. The five
have provided lesdership and enthusiasm within
their alfices, holding monthly meetings far rhe
residents. The attendance continiies to grow as
more peanle wish to hecome invalvad in the life
of Plough Towars,

Residents can express concerns, give
compliments, share ideas for furure activities
and possible fundraising ventures including a
planned silent auction.

Past fundrzising projects have enabled
special activities fur the residents and 2
donation to [Turricane Relief in Houston. In
addition, Lhe Council sponsored the Holiday
Doar Decorating contest, where all residents
were encouraged tu decorate thelr doers with
seasonal, holiday décor, A greal number of
rosidents parlicipated, creating a festive
almosphere within the building.

Sevaral committeos have been formed wichin
the Kesident Council. As a resull, sick residents
now receive gel-well cards, and evervone gets a
card un their bicthday.

“The Council and its committess are a
welcome addition ta our Plough Towers

community,” said Tam. Additioaally, 2 council
officor attends each Plough Towrers event.
Whether it be Bingo, Bunco, an in house movie,
ot a holiday celebration, a council atficer will

be actively involved, “We've heen sraying very
syl he explzined.

Plans zre underway to create a Meet and
Greet committee Lo weleeme new rgsidents Lo
Flouph Towers. Just &5 moving (o a new schoo!
is 7 srary esneriznce for children, moving toa
new housing community can be frightening for
senior adules,

“Many resicenls mave Lo the tower after
thie death of a spouse, the sale of their family
home or a financial downturn,™ said Fxcoutive
Director Leigh Hendry, “Moving in with 170 (ol
strangers can be a daunling experience.”

Th:e sponer the new resident connects with
others, the smaocther the transition. Finding aur
that there are other lenitters in the building can
aclp to “hrealk the ice.” By hosting Lhese meet
and greet events, the resident council is helping
Lo build comununity within Plongh Towers.

“The resident council was ereated in arder
for aur residents ro have 2 voice in their
communiry,” s2id Tom. I see more pecple
hecoming invelved and expressing opinivns
about issues involving their home, "

Tom allots time at each meering for residants
to offer suggestions, ask questions, and
cXEress concerns. Une recent Lssue invelved
the restrooms on the second Hovr vulside Lhe
laundry rovm, These had always remalnad

tetalie Diamand wins Grand Prize
drawing ar the baoke sole.

locked, but would be much maore user-friendly if
they could be aceossihle on the weekends, Aftes
resident council invelvemenr, the restrooms are
naow availabls to all residants.

The hiope of the Board of Directars, staff,
and residents is that those who live at Ilough
Towers will feel safe, secure and ecmotionally
fulfilled. 'he newly astzblished resident coundil
isworking to ensure that concerns are being
addressed, new ideas zie being heard, and all
residents [ind a place of contentment. They are
well on their way to making the neet 38 years as
successiul as the first 18 at Plough Towers.
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